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Environment Canada in Yukon 


There is a strange power, a kind of 
enchantment about Yukon. It is tied to the 
natural forces of earth, wind and water that 
make up the rugged beauty and adversity 
of the land. 

With Canada’s highest mountains, 
thousands of clear lakes and tundra ablaze 
with life, Yukon has been described as 
‘real wilderness, the last frontier.’ 

To survive in the Yukon wilderness, 
man has adapted his activities and lifestyle 
to suit the harsh environment. 

In the last few decades, however, 
modern-day technology and resource 
development have forced the environment 
to adapt to man’s activities. 

Since we are all dependent upon the 
environment for food, shelter, and in some 
cases, our livelihood, it is essential that a 
healthy balance between man, development 
and the environment be maintained. 

It is the goal of Environment Canada to 
maintain this balance. Environment 
Canada’s main responsibility is to protect 
and preserve the quality of the natural 
environment and to promote ecologically 
sound resource development. Environment 
Canada achieves this through seven major 
services. These services are concerned with 
weather, environmental protection, forestry, 
land, wildlife, water, national parks and 
historic sites. 

The services are: Atmospheric 
Environment Service (AES), Environ- 
mental Protection Service (EPS), Canadian 
Forestry Service (CFS), Parks Canada, 
Inland Waters Directorate (IWD), Lands 
Directorate and the Canadian Wildlife 
Service (CWS). 

All of the services are represented in 
Yukon except Lands and the Canadian 
Forest Service. These services are based 
in Vancouver and Victoria respectively. 
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Role Of Environment Canada 
In Yukon 


Environment Canada’s main responsibility 
is with the preservation of environmental 
quality. The department has the respon- 
sibility to provide the federal leadership 
and coordination necessary to pursue this 
objective. 

In its main role of environmental 
consultant and coordinator, Environment 
Canada has a responsibility to advocate 
environmental interests and to provide 
research and advice to federal, territorial 
and municipal government departments and 
private industry on measures needed to 
protect and enhance the quality of the 
natural environment. 

In addition, Environment Canada is 
responsible for policies and programs 
dealing with forestry and inland water 
resources, wildlife, parks, meteorology, 
pollution control and for providing advice 
on projects and environmental impact 
assessments. The department also provides 
public information services such as weather 
information. 












John Senyk 





Alan Etkin 
Legislative base 


Environment Canada administers and 
enforces legislative Acts to protect and 
preserve the quality of the natural environ- 
ment. These Acts deal with water, forestry, 
wildlife, migratory birds, environmental 
contaminants, air quality, national parks, 
and historic sites. 

Environment Canada is also responsible 
for enforcing rules and regulations arising 
from international environmental issues. 
These issues include transboundary water 
systems, like the Yukon and Porcupine 
Rivers, the long range transport of air 
pollutants, transboundary migration of 
wildlife and migratory birds, endangered 
species, shipments of hazardous and toxic 
chemicals, prevention and clean-up of oil 
spills, and inter-boundary control of forest 
and wildlife pests and diseases. 

In addition, the department helps other 
federal departments administer legislation 
with environmental provisions such as the 
pollution control provisions of the Fisheries 
Act. 
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EPS 


Environmental | 
Protection Service 


Everything man does affects the environ- 
ment. Our cars, pesticides, and chemicals 
were all made with a useful purpose in mind 
but are now sources of pollution. 

Our ability to live depends on the 
availability of clean air, water, and arable 
land. These supplies are strictly limited — 
we cannot create more. However, we can 
decide whether that supply remains clean 
and useful or polluted and useless. 

Nature alone can no longer cope with the 
quantity of waste material and synthetic 
chemicals that man adds to the environ- 
ment. We must help. 

The Environmental Protection Service 
(EPS) seeks to maintain environmental 
quality. The Environmental Protection Ser- 
vice is concerned with air and water pollu- 
tion, solid waste management, environ- 
mental contaminants, environmental impact 
assessment and environmental emergencies 
like oil spills. 

EPS promotes the protection of the 
environment by identifying pollution prob- 
lems, then developing and implementing 
protection and control measures. 

In Yukon, EPS monitors air quality, 
collects baseline data for pollution control 
and wastewater technology, participates in 
environmental impact assessments, imple- 
ments effluent regulations and conducts 
studies on PCB’s, hazardous wastes and 
environmental contaminants. 
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EPS is a member of several committees 
and task forces including the Land Use 
Advisory Committee and the Regional 
Environmental Review Committee. These 
committees give the Department of Indian 
and Northern Development (DIAND) 
advice to ensure that potential projects are 
environmentally acceptable. 

EPS is the main government agency in 
Yukon responding to environmental emer- 
gencies, like oil and chemical spills. EPS 
participates in spill prevention programs 
and in the development of spill clean-up 
techniques. When an incident occurs, EPS 
monitors the clean-up and in special cases 
undertakes the clean-up themselves. 

In association with the Yukon Disaster 
Committee, EPS maintains the govern- 
ment’s oil and chemical spill contingency 
plan and maintains the 24-hour emergency 
spill reporting number. 
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Canadian Wildlife Service 


Wildlife is critically important to the 
well-being of northern peoples. Fish, birds 
and mammals are a source of food, pleasure 
and an indicator of environmental change. 
Any significant changes in environmental 
quality which affect wildlife must eventu- 
ally affect man. 

The Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) is 
concerned with wildlife — how it relates to 
its environment and how it can be con- 
served for the benefit of man. 

The role of CWS is basically twofold: 
to protect and manage Canada’s migratory 
birds in co-operation with other nations and 
to co-operate with the territorial govern- 
ment and Parks Canada in conducting 
wildlife research, conservation measures 
and management projects. 

In Yukon, conservation and management 
of wildlife resources is shared between the 
federal and territorial governments. Wild- 
life, other than migratory birds and those 
found in national parks, is a territorial 
responsibility. CWS however, has authority 
to conduct research on wildlife species of 
national significance, to conserve wildlife 
habitat and to assist the territorial govern- 
ment with their wildlife conservation 
efforts. The CWS also conducts research on 
wildlife that is shared with other countries, 
such as the Porcupine Caribou herd. 

CWS conducts research and surveys of 
migratory birds and mammals, collects and 
analyzes animal population data, produces 
wildlife inventories and studies wildlife 
diseases. The CWS also advises on wildlife 
management problems in Yukon and 
co-operates with other agencies in dealing 
with national and international problems 
relating to wildlife resources. 

Environmental impact studies are a 
major activity and responsibility of CWS. 
Through wildlife research, CWS biologists 
are helping to plan the location, design and 
operating standards of proposed highways, 
pipelines and other industrial developments 
in order to avoid damage to sensitive wild- 
life habitats and to minimize disturbance to 
wildlife populations. 
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Parks Canada 


The Chilkoot Trail 


The 53.1 kilometre Chilkoot Trail, from 
Dyea, Alaska to the headwaters of the 
Yukon River at Bennett, British Columbia, 
was the most popular route taken by 
thousands of gold seekers travelling to 
Dawson City and the gold fields. Today the 
trail is maintained and operated by Parks 
Canada and the U.S. National Park Service. 

The trail, rising 1097 metres in the 27.2 
kilometres between Dyea and the summit, 
proved to be a difficult one for stampeders 
carrying thousands of pounds of equipment 
and provisions. One traveller, Martha 
Louise Black, described the Chilkoot as 
‘the worst trail this side of hell’ . 

The trail still retains artifacts and 
reminders of the intense activity of the Gold 
Rush and can be hiked today in three to five 
days. Although much improved from gold 
rush days, hikers should take precautions 
against severe weather changes. 

The Chilkoot Trail and the S.S. Klondike 
are administered from Whitehorse. Further 
information can be obtained by contacting 
the historic resources’ officer at Yukon 
National Historic Sites. 
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Lands Directorate 


Yukon’s land area is one of the most scenic 
and resource rich in Canada. It has been used 
in a variety of ways to support agriculture, 
forestry, mining, hydro-electric develop- 
ment and the construction of townsites and 
highways. These activities have per- 
manently changed the face of Yukon. 

Land is not renewable, and the uses we 
put it to today will be with us for many 
years in the future. That is why it is import- 
ant that we use it wisely to benefit present 
and future generations. 

In Yukon, the Lands Directorate of 
Environment Canada promotes the efficient 
and environmentally sound use of Yukon’s 
land resources. In order to protect agricul- 
tural, forest and wildlife areas, land experts 
require information on the various uses 
being made of the resource. 

The Lands Directorate researches and 
provides information on the ecology, cap- 
ability and use of land and operates 
mapping programs in support of resc ‘ce 
management and environmental quai:ty. 
These studies consider: 

¢ human activities and their effect on soil, 
water, wildlife and vegetation; 
* changes in the surface on the earth 
caused by human and natural processes; 
* ownership and control of the 
management of land; 
factors that affect land quality such as 
soil erosion and contamination levels. 
Information on these topics is obtained 
from land registry and assessment records, 
direct observation and aerial photography. 

The Directorate also provides advice and 
assistance to the Yukon Territorial Govern- 
ment, DIAND and other federal agencies 
and participates in environmental impact 
assessments. 

Land use research and environmental 
impact assessments have been conducted 
for the Alaska Highway and the Dempster 
Lateral Gas Pipeline, the coast of the 
Beaufort Sea and the proposed highway 
corridors in the Yukon. 

This information is needed to support the 
environmentally sound development and 
construction of oil and gas pipelines, such 
as the Alaska Highway Gas Pipeline, the 
location of transportation corridors, com- 
munities and regional land use. 
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In Summary 


Environment Canada recognizes that the 
future of Yukon is linked with its people, 
history, resources and wilderness. All of 
these elements are important to maintain 
cultural, environmental and renewable 
resource values. 

In charting the future of Yukon’s 
development, it is important that the public 
keep informed of emerging environmental 
issues and be part of the planning process. 
An informed public is an essential ingredi- 
ent in the development and implementation 
of wise public policies and programs. 

For more information about Environ- 
ment Canada, its activities, programs and 
publications contact: 

Environment Canada Information Centre 
Room 225 - Federal Building 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2B5 

(403) 667-6487 


Parks Canada 


Parks Canada’s goal is to protect areas rep- 
resentative of major natural environments 
and places of national historic significance 
for the enjoyment of present and future 
generations of Canadians. 

In Yukon these areas include national 
parks and landmarks, historic sites, wilder- 
ness trails and rivers. 

Each year thousands of visitors come to 
enjoy the scenic beauty, abundant wildlife 
and recreational opportunities in Kluane 
National Park and to view Yukon’s past 
through reconstructions and restorations 
of historic sites. 


Kluane National Park 


Kluane National Park is a vast wilderness 
spreading over 22,000 square kilometres in 
the southwest corner of Yukon. It features 
some of the world’s largest icefields, 
Canada’s highest mountains and longest 
valley glaciers, and a rich diversity of 
vegetation and wildlife. Because of its 
international environmental significance, 
Kluane National Park has been declared a 
World Heritage Site. 

Interpretive staff at Kluane National Park 
encourage appreciation and understanding 
of the Park’s rugged environment and 
unspoiled beauty through programs such as 
campfire talks, guided hikes and special 
events held throughout the summer months. 

Visitors to the park can enjoy hiking, 
skiing, mountaineering or simply relaxing 
in this spectacular mountain environment. 
Interpretive exhibits, in addition to the 
award winning ‘Kluane’ slide show, are 
available at the Kluane National Park Visi- 
tor Reception Centre in Haines Junction. 
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Klondike National Historic Sites 


Dawson City is well known for being the 
scene of the most fantastic gold rush the 
world has ever known. The Historic Sites 
and Monuments Board recognized the 
historical importance of Dawson City and 
Parks Canada is now restoring a number of 
buildings to the glory of their former 
goldrush years, 1896-1918. 

Dawson City, named after Dr. George 
Mercer Dawson, a Canadian Government 
geologist, became known as the ‘Paris of 
the North’. Dawson boasted of elaborate 
hotels, theatres and dance halls rivalling 
those of San Francisco, 

The Palace Grand Theatre, a National 
Historic Site, has been completely recon- 
structed as it was when ‘Arizona’ Charlie 
Meadows opened it in 1899. There are daily 
tours, a historic slide presentation, and the 
Gaslight Follies — nightly live entertain- 
ment which relives the Gold Rush Era. 

Other interesting attractions include the 
photo display in Harrington’s store called 
‘As they saw it’, the 1901 Post Office, Com- 
missioner’s Residence, the blacksmith 
shop, the government reserve with the now 
vanished station of Fort Herchmer, the 
world’s largest wooden-hulled gold dredge 
on Bonanza Creek, Robert Service’s cabin 
and the Steamer Keno. 

Visitors to Dawson can enjoy walking 
tours of Dawson’s downtown core, Fort 


Herchmer and archaeological sites, try their 


hands at panning for gold, have guided 
tours of historic buildings, and see daily 
slide shows and films on the Gold Rush 
in the Visitor Reception Centre. 
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S.S. Klondike Sternwheeler 


During the Klondike gold rush, stern- 
wheelers were the major transportation link 
between the Klondike and the outside 
world. These palatial, wood-fired steam- 
boats transported everything and everyone 
— from gold, mining equipment, horses, 
and dog mushers to fine wines, luxury 
goods and dancing girls. 

The National Historic Sites Branch of 
Parks Canada has preserved and restored the 
S.S. Klondike, one of the few remaining 
sternwheelers that operated on the Yukon 
River. The S.S. Klondike shows the 
historical importance of sternwheelers in 
the early days of Yukon river transportation. 

Visitors can relive the history and days 
of the Klondike sternwheeler through the 
daily guided tours given by Parks’ inter- 
pretive guides. 

The S.S. Klondike, located in White- 
horse, is open daily 9 a.m. to6 p.m. from 
June 1 to Labour Day. Admission is free. 
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Atmospheric , 
Environment Service 


Weather information is vitally important to 
all of us, from the pilot listening to storm 
warnings to campers hoping for sunny 
weather; weather information supports the 
safety, security and economic activities of 
all Canadians. 

Weather forecasts and meteorological 
services are provided by Environment 
Canada’s weather service. Through its 
network of weather offices located across 
the country, the weather service provides 
information on current weather, weather 
forecasts, ice and marine conditions. 

Public weather information is reported 
through the newspaper, radio, and tele- 
vision media. Complete meteorological 
information is available from the Yukon 
Weather Centre in Whitehorse. 

Special meteorological services are 
provided on a regular basis for forest fire 
management, agriculture, transportation, 
fishing, construction, mining, tourism, 
and other weather sensitive activities. 

The meteorological services provided for 
avaiation and marine users are developed in 
close liaison with Transport Canada. 
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Weather Data Base 


Current weather information in Yukon is 
derived from accurate data taken from 
weather stations around the Territory. The 
data includes cloud cover, visibility, 
obstruction to vision (rain, snow, smoke), 
pressure, temperature, relative humidity, 
wind, cloud types, and amount of cloud. 
Weather data is available from most 
localities in Yukon. 


Weather Forecasts 


The Yukon Weather Centre, located at the 
Whitehorse Airport, operates 24 hours a day 
and provides public, aviation, and special- 
ized forecasts for all of Yukon and North- 
western British Columbia. 


Weather Services 


The most complete weather service can be 

obtained from: 

Yukon Weather Centre (403) 668-2293 

(Whitehorse) 

Outlying sites which can provide weather 

services, primarily for aviation, are: 
Beaver Creek (403) 862-7282 


Burwash (403) 841-4242 
Dawson (403) 993-5338 
Faro (403) 994-2791 
Mayo (403) 996-2334 
Old Crow (403) 996-3511 
Teslin (403) 390-2525 
Watson Lake (403) 536-7703 
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Inland Waters Directorate 


Clean water is our most precious commodity. 


It is used for agriculture, industry, transpor- 
tation, fish habitat, recreation and in our 
daily lives. Indeed, we could not survive 
without it. 

Wise management of fresh water 
resources is critical to Yukon’s progress and 
welfare. The design and development of 
virtually every type of economic and social 
endeavour, from hydro-electric and town 
planning projects to mining and industrial 
operations depends on knowing the quality 
and quantity of water in a given area. 

The Inland Waters Directorate (IWD) 
is the focus of water research in Canada. 
IWD conducts water resource management 
programs for maximum environmental, 
economic and social benefits. 

IWD is divided into three main branches: 
Water Planning and Management, Water 
Quality, and Water Resources. IWD is rep- 
resented in Yukon by the Water Survey of 
Canada, a division of the Water Resources 
Branch. 

Water Survey is responsible for keeping 
a precise record of the quantity and quality 
of the surface water supply in Yukon. [WD 
monitors water quality, collects data that are 
used for flood prediction and related water 
management problems and conducts studies 
on environmental impact and assessment, 
river basin planning and lakes. 

On a year-round basis, the Whitehorse 
sub-office collects and publishes data on 
rivers and lakes, including stream flows, 
lake levels and the transport of sediment. 

This data is tabulated and published for 
the benefit of city planners, foresters, 
farmers, miners, fishermen, hydro-electric 
developers, pipeline builders, highway 
engineers and industry. It is also used in 
planning potential resource development, 
recreational, irrigation and navigational 
activities. 
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Canadian Forestry Service 


Forests are important for environmental, 
economic and recreational reasons. They 
supply timber, regulate stream flow, mini- 
mize soil erosion, protect fish and wildlife 
habitat and provide many recreational 
opportunities. 

But forests have many enemies — fire, 
insects, disease and man. The Canadian 
Forestry Service (CFS) conducts research 
and surveys from the Pacific Forest 
Research Centre in Victoria to help protect 
these valuable forest lands and improve 
forest management practices. 

Acting as a forestry consultant, the CFS 
advises the Department of Indian and 
Northern Development (DIAND) and the 
Yukon Forest Service on forestry opera- 
tions, practices, and staff training. In addi- 
tion, CFS provides data for environmental 
impact assessments, park development and 
wildlife habitats; conducts annual insect and 
disease surveys; determines the potential for 
forest growth and yield; prepares forest 
inventories and maps of forests and other 
vegetation; carries out research on the 
growth and protection of trees and reforesta- 
tion methods; studies ways to enhance the 
quality of forest seed supply and certifies all 
tree seed for export to other nations. 

To integrate resource planning, the CFS 
has categorized the resources of Yukon into 
twenty-two ecological regions and is devel- 
oping an information storage bank on each 
of these regions. This data bank stores 
statistics on forest stocking, growth, fire 
losses and forest depletion. 

The Canadian Forestry Service provides 
these scientific and technological services to 
encourage the economic development of 
Canadian forests on sound environmental 
principles. 
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Directory To Environment Canada In Yukon 


Environment Canada staff are available to the media, 
environmental groups, and the general public to discuss 
specific issues or ongoing work. To make it easier to 
contact our staff in the Yukon, we have listed key 
services, their addresses and phone numbers below. 
The addresses and phone numbers of other related ser- 
vices in the federal and Yukon territorial governments 


are also listed. 


ENVIRONMENT CANADA 


Corporate Affairs 
Yukon District Office 
Room 225, Federal Building 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory YIA 2B5 
Information Centre 
Yukon District Office 
Room 225, Federal Building 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory Y1A 2B5 
Environmental Protection Service 
Yukon District Office 
Room 225, Federal Building 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory YIA 2B5 
Director 
Biological & Engineering Staff 
Laboratory 
@ EMERGENCY SPILL 
REPORTING NUMBER (24 hr.) 
Water Survey of Canada 
Environment Canada 
Box 4117 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 3S9 
Atmospheric Environment Service 
Environment Canada 
Room 205, Operations Building 
Whitehorse Airport 
Whitehorse, Yukon YIA 3E4 
Weather Information 
Environment Canada 
Room 205, Operations Building 
Whitehorse Airport 
Whitehorse, Yukon YIA 3E4 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
Environment Canada 
202-204 Range Road 
Whitehorse, Yukon YIA 3V1 
Canadian Forestry Service (Victoria) 
Pacific Forest Research Centre 
506 West Burnside Road 
Victoria, B.C. V8W IM5 
Lands Directorate (Vancouver) 
Environment Canada 
Box 1540, 800 Burrard St. 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2G7 
Kluane National Park (Haines Junction) 
Parks Canada 
Haines Junction, Yukon YOB 1L0 
Yukon National Historic Sites (Whitehorse) 
Parks Canada 
Room 119, 204 Range Road 
Whitehorse, Yukon YIA 3V1 
Klondike Historic Sites (Dawson City) 
Parks Canada 
Box 390 
Dawson City, Yukon YOB 1G0 


hc Environment Environnement 
Canada Canada 


(403) 667-6487 


(403) 667-6487 


(403) 667-6487 
(403) 667-6488 
(403) 667-7104 


(403) 667-7244 
(403) 668-2161 


(403) 682-2291 


(403) 668-2293 


(403) 668-2285 


(604) 388-3811 


(604) 666-5919 


(403) 634-2251 


(403) 668-2116 


(403) 993-5462 


